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Notes From The Chair

Dr. Mary Lipscomb

Nancy Risenhoover, our Department Administrator, and I are members of the Association of Pathology
Chairs, which has a section for program directors of pathology residency training programs and department
administrators . We hosted the West-Midwest Pathology Chairs and Department Administrators at their annual
meeting in Santa Fe, October 27-30 . Many of the featured speakers were from our department including Drs.
Tom Williams, Therese Bocklage, Ross Zumwalt, and David Viswanatha . But among the most applauded presentations were those given by two of our residents. Dr. Melissa Myrsiades spoke about one of her projects
in Clinical Pathology and Dr. Reetesh Pai, our co-chief resident this year, described a translational research
project that he did in our Experimental Pathology Laboratory under the mentorship of Dr. David Viswanatha.
Nancy and I organized an afternoon visiting Bandelier National Monument and the Trujillo Weaving Shop in
Chimayo . Overall, the regional group appreciated that New Mexico is a terrific place to visit and left feeling
envious of those of us who live and work in this fabulous state .
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Dr. Therese Bocklage presenting to the
pathology chairs and department administrators.
Department of Pathology
Contact Information
Administrative Offices
Phone : 505-272 -4814
Fax : 505-272 -8084
Mailing Address :

3rd Annual Pathology
Research Day

Ors. Peter Ward, Chair at the University of Michigan and
Stephen Galli, Chair at Stanford discuss which rug
they might purchase at Trujillo's in Chimayo.

APC Visits

Featured speakers and posters
presented by residents, students
and postdoctoral fellows.

Santa Fe
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PATHfindings Editorial Staff
Michael Grady
Althea Moss
Nancy Risenhoover

UNM Pathology on the Internet
Click on the links for information about
our various programs and divisions

http://hsc.unm.edu/pathology/

The group admires the richness of the site and the ruins at Bandelier.

II

I

Nancy Risenhoover directing the group to the tour bus.
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Fluorescence Microscopy Facility
UNM Cancer Center (CRTC)

Pathology Department an Important Source of
Intellectual Property at UNM-HSC
Scientific discoveries lead to genuine societal progress largely through the process of
commercialization of " intellectual property." Traditionally, this aspect of technical achievement has often
been downplayed at universities on the basis that discoveries that lead to commercialization are not as
worthy as are discoveries of a more "pure " and basic nature. The UNM School of Medicine has
increasingly come to appreciate that such commercialization has value that is often comparable to
discoveries from the realm of " pure science ." As a result, the SOM 2005 Action Plan calls for
departments to find ways to increase the disclosure, patenting and licensing of new commercial products.
In evaluating the basel ine productivity of the Department of Pathology's numerous inventors, it is apparent that we
are an outsized contributor of intellectual property. Inquiries with Science and Technology Corporation, UNM ' s
technology transfer office, show that in 2004, Pathology contributed about 20% of new disclosures and filed patent applications, 17% of new licenses, and 57% (4 of 7) of the newly issued patents relative to the HSC at large. Contributors
included Richard Larson, Larry Sklar, Walter Kisiel, Bruce Edwards and Brian Hjelle. As an example, STC licensed the strip
immunoblot assay for Hantavirus Cardiopulmonary Syndrome to TriCore Reference Laboratories this year, an event that
is expected to herald the licensing of several other technologies from the STC/UNM patent portfolio to TriCore and other
businesses in the near future .
Congratulations to all of the Department's inventors for having the foresight to commercialize their intellectual
property, even before the School of Medicine decided to place commercialization on its list of goals.

Brian Hjelle, M.D.
Vice Chair for Research

Foucar-Endowed Pathology Trainee Fellowship
Amazing Progress in One Year!
Through the generous support of many of you, our Pathology Trainee Fellowship has
progressed from wishful thinking to our first ever annual spending allocation! A Department of
Pathology committee has been convened . This group has established criteria for two types of
awards: one for research projects mentored by faculty and another for education travel awards.
For the current academic year we hope to support up to 3 resident/fellow research projects at
$3,000/project. We also hope to support 4 education travel awards at a cost of $1 ,500/award.
The deadline for application submission for education travel awards is January 5, 2005.
The Pathology Trainee Fellowship Committee will convene at this time to review these
applications and select awardees. The research applications will be considered ad hoc throughout the year.
We are so very pleased to offer this type of major enhancement to our education and research programs here
at the University of New Mexico. I would like to once again extend my sincerest gratitude for your ongoing
support of our Department!

Morphological studies are at the heart of understanding tissue architecture, cell structure and
dynamics, as well as molecular function . Light and electron microscopy are routinely used to
determine spatial and topological information about cells and tissues. Traditionally such evaluation
relied heavily on conventional optics and generalized non-specific stains to enhance contrast. The
rapid development of new microscopic instrumentation and specialized probes during the last
decade has made it possible to visualize cellular events in real time down to the molecular level.
Thus, for our users involved in cancer and basic research there are unparalleled new opportunities
to examine molecular localization and interactions, as well as the dynamics of constitutive cellular
processes and responses to stimuli . As it is becoming clear that the underlying cause of disease is not always loss or
gain of function, but also due to improper molecular interaction or localization the information garnered from morphological evaluation is critical for comparative evaluations of normal and tumor or diseased cells or tissue specimen. As a
core facility supported by NCI, it is the overall goal of the CRTC Microscopy Facility to provide expert assistance and
access to state-of-the art facilities and technologies to address users' questions of interest.
The program had its formal beginnings in 1997 with the dedication of three rooms in the new Cancer Research
Facility to house three fluorescence microscopes, microinjection equipment, an ultracryomicrotome and a confocal
microscope. Since 2000 the facility has grown tremendously with the acquisition of three new laser scanning
confocal microscopes, the installation of new ratiometric imaging equipment to monitor calcium and ion fluxes, as
well as the purchase of several new fluorescence microscopes and digital cameras. The growth in instrumentation has
spurred the development of a large user base of more than 30 labs and over 100 users. The facility holds an annual
Open House and provides tours to local school groups and visitors. Support for instrumentation, room renovation
expenses and salary support for technical support staff has come from both extramura l (NCI a nd N CR R) and
intramural sources (Cancer Center and School of Medicine). Thanks to a dedicated facility support staff, the
instrumentation is carefully maintained and users have access to expert training and assistance to meet their
imaging needs. Although the primary focus of the facility is on biological specimens, we have also assisted users
with the analysis of archaeological and geological specimens. Thus we are always up for a challenge and
welcome new users.

Angela Wandinger-Ness, Ph.D.
Director of the CRTC Fluorescence Microscopy Facility
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Kathy Foucar, M.D.
Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs and
Director of Hematopathology
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